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Anime Hasshin (formerly Hasshin RJ) is an 
independent organization servicing Japanese anima- 
tion and manga fans. Lorraine Savage - Editor and 
Coordinator, Lynn Savage - Secretary. 

The Rose is published bimonthly; deadline for 
contributions is.the second Friday of odd numbered 
months; distribution date is two weeks later. Anyone 
may contribute: art (must. be inked in black, no 
pencil), articles (max. length of 1 1/2 pages and 
preferably typed) - can be translations, reviews, news, 
synopses, classified ads, puzzles, songs, columns, 
fanzine and apa info, anime merchandisers, computer 
bulletins, etc. All material must be anime or manga 
related. NO fan fiction nor X-rated material will be 
accepted. Members’ mailing labels show expiration 
issue #. Subscription to The Rose constitutes mem- 
bership in Anime Hasshin. 

Subscription rates (prices in U.S. dollars): 
$12 USA, $14 Canada. Other countries send SAE and 
international reply coupon for special prices. 


= material each, may be purchased by members and 
non-members for $4 each (for U.S. and Canada). 


*- Send SASE for list. Long submissions are welcome: 


for Packets. 

A list of movie traders is sent to all paid 
members. All back issues of The Rose are available. 
Send SASE for list of contents and prices. Club 
t-shirts (7Ze Rose logo on a red shirt) are $6, sizes 

Anime Hasshin exchanges newsletters and cor- 
responds with other Japanimation fan clubs. Permis- 
sion is granted to reprint material from The Rose 
provided the author and Anime Hasshin are properly 
acknowledged. 


ANIME HASSHIN, LORRAINE SAVAGE, 
P.O. BOX 132, WARREN, RI 02885, USA 


4 


S| 
LOM 


opsis Packets, containing 35-40 pages of. 
be 


Issue #24 Anime Hasshin 

EDITOR’S NOTES : 

Cover artist: Cameron Calkins. _- a 
STOP! Before you throw- away. your 


mailing envelope, find the white, business- 
sized envelope addressed to Anime’ Hasshin 


- in this mailing. You'll need it later=. 


Hello again. As you can see; we’re back 
to our nifty, clean typeface for the newslet- 
ter..’m again able to print 7Ze=Rase on a 
laser printer, an arrangement that will be 
permanent. I was surprised at. all-the won- 
derful comments I got for 7he-Rase #23, 
despite its pitiful appearance. “=~ *-*° =: 

Bad news. I was sure I didn’t have to do 
it, but I do. Membership price-for Anime 
Hasshin (subscription to 7Ze Fase) will go 
up to $14 starting January 1, 1991-for people 
in: the USA. Canadian price: will=go up to 
$15. Membership dues haven’t been raised 
since winter 1988. The Post Awful is plan- 
ning to raise their rates, to be effective in 
February. First class stamps will be $.30, post 
cards $.20, and various bulk rates will go up 
too. Other AH expenses, like envelopes, 
mailing labels, paper, flyers, club promotions, 
correspondence, etc, have been going up. 
AH also pays for translations, newsletter 
exchanges with other anime clubs, club 
buttons, software for 7Ze Rose, and subsid- 
izes AH club t-shirts and gym bags. Packets 
will go up to $5 each in January for US and 
Canada. 


I received many paid orders and shows 
of interest for the Sfuzas Journey manga, so 
I will send off an order for copies from 
Kevin Leahy in Japan. It might take a few 
weeks by the time eet them from Kevin and 
then mail them to you, so please be patient. 
If anyone else wants a copy of Hayao 
Miyazaki’s manga, send me $6. I will also 
forward to Kevin names and addresses of 
those people interested in being pen pals 
with his students. 


; A few opie have told me they haven’t 
received Zhe Rose #23. The Post Awful 
must be snoozing. My apologies. Let me 


know if you never got it. 


This seems to be the issue for polls, as 
there are quite a few within these pages. At 
the end of this issue is a questionnaire for all 
readers of 7Ze Rose, so you can tell me what 
you think of the newsletter. The poll can be 
mailed back to me in the self-addressed (but 
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unstamped) envelope provided. Also, Kevin 
O’Connell “ presents another manga and 
anime poll. Please be a participating anime 
fan and voice your opinions in these polls. 


Contributions for 7Ze Rose. Don’t 
forget Zhe Rose has a Personals section 
where you can advertise for a pen pal or 
make announcements, and a Recommended 
Anime section to recommend a favorite 
show of yours. I will appreciate anything you 
care to do, but especially need: news tidbits, 
fan art, and synopses of new shows. 


The next issue of 7Ze Rose, #25 in 
January, will be our 4th Anniversary Issue. 
Send in articles, art, or anything you think 
might be nice. Deadline for contributions is 
January 11, 1991. 


In issue #25 I will be printing a 
complete list of all Anime Hasshin members. 
Addresses and phone numbers will be inclu- 
ded ONLY if you have returned a Member- 
ship Questionnaire to me indicating your 
preference. If you need to change that 
imormation, or haven’t sent in a question- 
naire but want your address listed in #25, let 
me know. Also, if possible, give me your 9 
digit Zip code. It will help the bulk rate mail 
get to you more easily. 


I’m giving everyone plenty of advanced 
notice so you'll all have time to think of 
something: 7ze Rose will have an April 
Fools issue next year. (We don’t ordinarily 
publish an issue in April, only in odd 
numbered months. The March and May 
issues will be business as usual.) This issue 
will not cost members extra. Nothing in the 
April Fools issue will be serious; just funny 
news reports, art, articles, short comic strips, 
games, anecdotes, whatever you creative and 
humorous people can come up with! (But 
make sure it’s all anime or manga related!) 
I'm counting on you. If it goes over well, 
we'll do it every year. 


One member reports having received 
his General Products catalog. There may be 
hope for the rest of us, although, I haven’t 
received mine yet. My only concer - after 
the chore it has been for the company to 
send you their catalog, what kind of burden 
will it be for them to send sou the merchand- 
ise you may actually order?! 


Has anyone heard of the anime video 
merchandisers Mike Petrie out of N. Ridge- 
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ville, Ohio, and SFTV from Olathe, Kansas? 
I received Petrie’s catalog and saw SFTV in 
the Comic Buyers Guide. Both have suspi- 
cious prices for their anime videos ($30 for 
Afra, $30 for Coglostro Castle, $25 Dirty 
far Eden). SFTV claims their tapes are 
“Factory Mint”. 


Help! Someone sent me nice book 
reviews on MS Gundam Senki and MS Era. 
Please identify yourself. I was saving them 
for this issue but there wasn’t a name on the 
articles. 


I will be attending the convention 
Arisia in Boston in February (see Conven- 
tions section this issue). I hope to meet a lot 
of fans and friends there. However, this 
spring I will not be attending LunaCon. 


Copies of the magazine Aame Zine 
are still available from Anime Hasshin. Issue 
#2 covers Starb/azers third series, Royal 
Space Force, Saint Seiya, Megazone 23 Part 

Wings of Oneamis, Issue #3 covers Dirty 
F2i,, Gancar Crusher Joe, Dragonar, Ejght 
Man. Each is $2.50 from me. 


HappyThanksgiving everyone. 


NEW BGM TRADER 
Eric Kouba 

26 Desert Villa #4 

Edwards, CA 93523-1412 
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ARMORED SAMURAI TROOPERS 
AFRICAN TRAVELOGUE 

from a booklet insert in Animedia magazine 
translated by Victoria Kelly 


CAST: 


Ryo Sanada - Ryo is the first sacrificial 
victim in the current series in which his most 
powerful enemy appears. Unable to make 
use of his martial arts and with torn clothing, 
he and the Armor are picked up and flown 
off to Africa. Ryo’s misfortunes continue in 
Africa, where he faints at Mukara’s first blow 
and is struck by Naria. Is it possible for a 
hero to be so weak? 


Seiji Date - In Volume 1, while the others 
were enjoying the summer, Seiji alone is on 
his way to the place of attack when Andagiya 
appears. “It’s turned into quite a summer 
vacation!” he says. 


Touma Hashiba - Although Touma is very 
intelligent, he is not cool-headed enough to 
be a resourceful leader. When Mukara is 
arming himself, however, Touma is quick to 
learn the “mirage language”. This becomes 
an important key to finding the whereabouts 
of Ryo and the others. In Tanzania he did 
the navigation single-handedly. It is also true 
that Touma did a translation of the “mirage 
language”. 


Shu Lai Hwan - Shu is a comedian who 
knows how to enjoy himself. While surfing, 
he recalls Mukara’s magic formula for wea- 
ponry, and gets together with the others. In 
the present episode, however, Shu may have 
had some very painful thoughts. His enfla- 
med feelings were wounded more than 
anyone else's when Shin left the battle line. 
Because of his fiery spirit, the wild-running 
Armor was entrusted to him. In a moment of 
mental drama, he would not accept Shin’s 
departure. 


Shin Mouri - Shin, who dislikes quarrels 
and is high-strung, is central to the highlight 
of the drama in this episode. He had 
questions that the other did not and he 
suffered in silence. Even when Shu was in 
trouble, Touma was the only one who 
noticed. 


Nasty Yagyu - In Volume 2, Nasty disclosed 
to a regretful Shu that she was five years 
older and that there was an inheritance. To 
the bitter end, however, she took on the 
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responsibilities of an older sister by comfort- 
ing Jun and cheering up Shu. 


Jun Yamano - Jun’s little heart ached at the 
sight of Shu operating the Armor. Although 
he shed a good many tears in this episode, 
such purity of emotion is one of the 
important drives to story development. 


Mukara - The sound of Mukara’s voice has 
great impact. His special duty is to take care 
of the sacrificial altar in Africa, during which 
he is very energized and spirited. He is so 
clear-eyed and silent that one would never 
think him a bad fellow. It is wondrous and 
strange what a pure-spirited prince he is. 


Naria - She is Mukara’s sweetheart, and is 
very strong and spirited. It is sad that, 
whatever she says about the Troopers, Muk- 
ara ignores her advice, but she continues to 
be strong-willed. 


Byakuen - He is the Troopers’ bodyguard 
and often guides them as well. His 
appearance is powerful, and his instinct is to 
help people. Many years ago, he was the 
Armor’s guardian, but since then he has had 
a change of heart. 


GOALS: 


A: The village of the Tauragi Clan - 
Congratulations! You’ve arrived at the fabu- 
lous mirage village! The beat of the welcom- 
ing drums provides a rich atmosphere. 


B: The stone prison - Finding their way at 
last to the village of dreams is a major 
accomplishment, but then, Ryo and Seiji 
were mistakenly put in prison. Perhaps the 
villagers didn’t like their faces! 


C: Lake Kawaguchi - They return regretfully 
to make a new start. The winds from Mt. 
Fuji are chilly against one’s face. 


D: An ominous evil circle - The situation has 
come to this, and all lament such an unhappy 
fate. 


VOLUME 1: Mukara of the Sun 


A darkl eaming god appears in 
Shinjuku! y gleaming god appears 

The Troopers are enjoying a peaceful 
summer, each in their own way. However, 
Japan is suddenly hit by strange weather 
conditions. Without delay, Ryo goes to 
Shinjuku as soon as he notices the change. 
One after the other, Ryo’s companions go to 
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challenge the dark warrior emerging from a 
mirage over Tokyo. They bring the Boo- 
merang Group’s weapons, but, even though 
€quipped with Andagiya, they are unable to 
contend with the enemy. Taking a deep 
breath, Ryo, with his armor, goes out to 
fight, and Seiji and the others also arm 
themselves. Shin can’t bring himself to go. 
To his fighting companions, it seems as if he 
were losing his spirit. Then, in a strange 
aif-space that appears suddenly, Ryo and 
Seiji are completely swallowed up and dis- 
appear. 


VOLUME 2: What is the intention of 
Mukara, most powerful of enemies?! 


Ryo and Seiji are led off to Tanzania. 
In Japan, Shin feels a separation from his 
companions deep in his heart, and ends up 
throwing his armor into the lake. As morning 
dawns, Mukara attacks Ryo and Seiji, and 
they are taken away. They succumb before 
Mukara’s overwhelming strength. Mukara’s 
sweetheart, Naria, keeps an eye on them. 
S..e tells them that the shining god is the 
traditional shield protecting the family, and 
that the hero wearing the armor is called 
Mukara. Mukara challenges Ryo and Seiji to 
a fight because of the existence of a rival god 
that he wants to vanquish. In order to avoid 
hostilities, Naria let the two of them go. But 
Mukara is waiting for them on their escape 
route. In his attack by both fire and lightning, 
it seems as if Mukara himself would fall. 


VOLUME 3: Out of control?! The 
Armor is running wild on its own. 


The merciless Mukara’s boomerang 
flies at the defenseless Ryo and Seiji, who 
have thrown away their weapons. Nasty and 
the others have reached Tanzania by now, 
but a surprise attack by the Tauragi Clan 
forces them to split up into two groups. Shu 
and Jun go to Mukara’s village. Seeing Ryo 
and Seiji tied to the sacrificial altar, Shu 
wants revenge and goes to face Mukara. 
Meanwhile, at the cave, Touma and Nasty 
find some ancient ruins which warn them 
against meeting we with the shining white 
and black gods. Having reached the village, 
Touma tries to pppesse Mukara, but instead, 
manages to free Ryo and Seiji. Touma and 
Shu, seeing how out of the control the 
Armor is, frantically drop their weapons and 
collapse. Byakuen roars, and in Japan, Shin’s 
face suddenly becomes filled with determina- 


tion. 
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VOLUME 4: Humanity will not allow 
the Armor to be free! 


Shin runs passionately to help save his 
friends. The darkly gleaming god leads the 
Armor into the black water valley, and Ryo 
and his companions challenge him to a fight. 
In the valley, the five persuade Mukara to 
suppress the while gleaming god brought into 
existence by the Armor’s out of control 
power. However, Mukara becomes one with 
the dark god. With the armor once again as 
a target, the white and dark gods begin to 
fight. Colliding against their violent power, 

aria and Byakuen sacrifice themselves. 
Mukara suddenly regains his humanity, and 
the Troopers take advantage of the moment 
to become more warm-hearted toward him. 
In that instant, the two gleaming gods 
disappear, and the fighting is over. The five 
warTiors revive Byakuen and Naria, and a 
satisfied Mukara holds out his hand to her. 
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REVIEW 
LITTLE NORSE PRINCE 
by Lester Swint 


The Japanese version of this film was 
released in Japan in July of 1968 as Prince of 
the Sun: The Great Adventures of Horus. 
The English language version, Zt#/le Norse 
frince, should be of interest to anime fans 
since Hayao Miyazaki, the creator of Nausi- 
caa, worked on it as a key animator. The film 
is also a very good fantasy film. 


The story of Little Norse Prince has its 
basis in the folklore of old northern Europe. 
Its hero is Hols, a brave young son of a 
fisherman. How brave is he? At the very 
beginning of the movie, Hols is in the midst 
of a battle with a large pack of wolves, 
armed with only an axe! The odds seem 
impossible and they are; but Hols wields his 
weapon expertly to fend off the hungry 
wolves. Finally, he is saved in the nick of 
time by Rockoor, a giant made of stone and 
earth, awakened from a seemingly centuries- 
old sleep by the sound of the battle. Hols 
befriends the giant by removing a huge 
sword wedged deep in his “shoulder boul- 
der”. Rockoor calls it the “sword of the sun” 
and predicts that when Hols needs it, the 
sword will aid him when he faces the evil of 
Grunwald the Frost King. 


The action and violence in this opening 
sequence will immediately let any viewer 
know this cartoon is not your average 
everyday G-rated animated kiddie film. 


Hols’ father dies unexpectedly, but 
before he leaves his son, he tells him of the 
northern land of their birth and how their 
village was destroyed by the sinister sorcery 
of the Frost King when Hols was just an 
infant. He and Hols were the only known 
survivors of the tragedy, and now he im- 
plores him to return to the village where he 
was born, to learn the fate of the other 
villages. So, armed with his trusty axe, his 
newly found sword and accompanied by his 
pet bear (?), Coro, Hols begins his trek to 
the north to find truth and his destiny. 


In his travels, Hols has his first and 
almost last confrontation with Grunwald. But 
despite the Frost King’s overconfidence, our 
hero is a hard man to kill, even after falling 
off a cliff! He is found alive and cared for in 
a fishing village not unlike the one his father 
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told him of on his deathbed. And like the 

village where he was born, this one is also 

plagued by the dark presence of the Frost 
ao 


A giant pike, a monstrous sea beast of 
Grunwald’s, is consuming all the fish in the 
area, threatening the livelihood of the entire 
settlement. The fishermen are frightened of 
the creature, but, Hols is not one to give in 
to fear. Alone, he goes in search of the 
monster. After a fierce, frantic combat in the 
water and out, Hols defeats the beast. 


Hols is cheered as the hero he is and 
accepted by everyone in the village. 
Everyone except the village chief and his 
manipulative deputy, Drego. They don’t 
appreciate the newcomer Hols’ sudden 
popularity with the people they lead and 

ow concerned that their authority might be 
in jeopardy. 

But their power is not being threatened 
by Hols. Grunwald’s desire is nothing less 
than to exterminate all the people in the 
village. That Hols is still alive and living in 
the village is an added incentive for the Frost 
King to destroy it. 


And with the unknowing help of Hols 
himself, the evil Grunwald brings in another 
player into the story with the introduction of 

ilda, a young girl Hols finds alone in a 
misty, abandoned village. Gentle and mys- 
terious, Hilda, with her beautiful (and very 
mature!) singing voice, is at first a welcome 
addition to this troubled town, but as time 
passes, her presence adds to the dark forces 
that threaten its existence. Still, the people of 
this fishing village have the same bravery 
that Hols has and together with the young 
fisherman’s son stand strong against the 
Inystic power of the Frost King to defend 
their home. 


Hols, the hero of this tale, is portrayed 
as a brave, strong-willed young boy. He is 
not a posing, self-righteous figure, but he has 
courage and an obvious belief in himself. 
When Hols first meets the Frost King, he is 
at a very precarious disadvantage: Grunwald 
has Hols’ life in his hands, but the boy does 
not back down for an instant. It nearly costs 
him his life, but Hols would not give up his 
panciples for the murderous Frost King. And 

€ survives, his morals intact, to eventuall 
defeat the mighty Grunwald. Hols doesn’t 
really see himself as a hero, but he is one 
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nonetheless. 


Litde Norse Prince is a \ost animated 
treasure that sucks you into its story from its 
Opening scene. As has usually been the case 
with Japanese animation, the film’s story 
deals honestly with the reality of life and 
death. It is not ignored for the sake of 
children watching. When a beloved character 
dies, there is sadness, grief and the con- 
tinuance of life. The English language pro- 
duction staff of this movie, including director 
Fred Ladd, and editor Eli Haviv, should be 
commended for not editing this necessary 
element out of the story of young Hols. 


The animation is very good, especially 
in the action sequences. The film’s opening, 
with Hols overwhelmed by a pack of wolves, 
draws you in with its fierce, desperate pace. 
And, Hols’ battle with the giant pike is 
excitingly reminiscent of the finale of the 
Walt Disney classic Pizocchia which fea- 
tured the little puppet’s brave attempt to 
save his father, Genbeta, from the colossal 
whale, Monstro, though done on a smaller 
scale. 


The character designs are notable in 
that only Hols, of all the movie’s cast, has the 
distinctive look of a Japanese anime crea- 
tion. Hilda, in earlier character designs I’ve 
been fortunate enough to see, looked more 
like a traditional anime girl than she was 
finally realized in the film. 


For those wondering if the contribution 
of the well-known Hayao Miyazaki are 
perceptible in this edited version of Prizce of 
fe Sus, I must state that this is not a 
Miyazaki film. But, even edited into English 
as she is, I felt the character of Hilda 
retained the touch of Miyazaki’s magic. 


To those interested in something a little 
different in your anime enjoyment, ia recom- 
mend the Zitile Norse Prince. 


{I wish to thank David Rains for his 
generosity. Please note also that the names 
of the movie’s characters are spelled based 
on my own impression of how they sounded 
in the film.] 


[David Rains has offered to make a 
copy of Little Norse Prince in English for 
Anime Hasshin members. Simply send him a 
high quality T-120 VHS tape and money for 
return postage. David Rains, Route 10 Box 
9, McMinnville, TN 37110. -Ed.] 


N 
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Bride of Bart: CHIBI MARUKO-CHAN 
by Kevin Leahy 


He’s a little American terror, a fountain 
of popular sayings. She’s a strong-willed 
Japanese schoolgirl, the embodiment of what 
Japanese girls shouldn’t be (according to 
Japanese boys). Each has a hot animated 
series, and each makes enough money from 
merchandise to buy a small continent. It’s a 
match made in Heaven. 


While young Bart Simpson and his kin 
have been corrupting the youth of America, 
in Japan something similar has emerged and, 
like most things made in Japan, it’s slightly 
smaller. 


Her name is Sakura (“cherry blossom”, 
the ultimate Japanese girl’s name), but she 
and her series are known as Ciyb/ Maruko- 
chan. The name, used mainly by her family 
members, means “little circle girl” and 
undoubtedly refers to her perpetually rosy 
cheeks. Maruko is a student in elementary 
school, or as it can honestly be called, 
Hellementary school. Her misadventures 
there and at home are chronicled in popular 
manga and one of the most-watched shows 
on television. 


So, who’s doing all this Maruko watch- 
ing? Elementary school girls, of course. And 
boys, and junior highschool students, highs- 
chool students, college students, teachers... 
The spu closing theme song “Odori 
Ponpokorin” can be heard everywhere. You 
can dance to it at the hippest clubs in Tokyo, 
sing it in bars, or see it performed by rock 
bands. 


Can millions of Japanese be wrong? Of 
course they can, but ignoring that, I heartily 
suggest that if you get the chance, see an 
episode of Chibi Maruko-chan. It’s a kinder, 
gentler kind of hell-raising. 


Chit Mantto-chan 


w 
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NEWS 


Thanks to: Anime Sacramento, Animedia, Business 
Japan, Chicago Megazone, Comic Buyers Guide, 
CompuServe, Stephen McCloy, Scott Nash, Kevin 
O’Connell, Charles Ohlemann, Fred Patten, Stephen 
Pearl, Brian Yelverton. 


COMICS 
Viz 

Color adaptations of popular Japanese 
manga and videos to coincide with them: 

= Gunhed (live action robots)- comic 
due in November; live action movie to 
be released in summer 1991. 

« Fist of the North Star (martial arts) - 
graphic novels, all-new color mini- 
series; animated movie due spring or 
summer 1991. 

=  Golgo 13 (assassinations and politics) 
- comics series in spring 1990; stop- 
motion animation video released 
simultaneously with the comics. 

= Ranma 1/2 (kung-fu comedy) - series 
due in summer 1991; animation video 
due summer 1991. 

= Mai, The Psychic Girl - mini-series 

- and live-action major motion picture 
by Carolco ( 7ot2/ Reca/) due in late 
1991 or 1992. 

; ‘ 

Ta ee F Pp Wo maekalier 

Part One, collecting Cyzze Freeman 

Fart One first four issues. Written by 

Kazuo Koike (Loze Wolf & Cub), art 

by Ryoichi Ikegami. For mature rea- 

ders. 260 pages, b&w, full color cover, 

$16.95 US, $24.25 Canada. 

= Xenon Heavy Metal Warrior Part 
One. Story and art by Masaomi 
Kanzaki. This set will include the 
original manga chapter breaks which 
Eclipse had changed. Bimonthly, 4 
volumes, starts January 1991, 184 
pages, b&w, $12.95 US, $17.50 
Canada. 

=a Area 88, collecting the series. Part 
One due in February, 180 pages, 
b&w, color cover, $12.95 US, $17.50 
Canada. 
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Other stuff from Viz: 


#1, 20 1/4 X 28 1/2, $5.95 US, $7.95 Canada. 


Poster - SS Cea cover of Part One 
Eternity 


Birth of a Lensman, collects the first 3 
issues. Due in December, b&w, $5.95. 
k Retums, graphic 
album collects the first 4 issues of the 
series. Due in November, b&w, $9.95. 


Eclipse 


What’s Michael Volume 2, follows the 
advertures of the tabby cat. Michael 
meets lady Popo. Translated by Toren 
Smith and Dana Lewis. Due in early 
1991, 120 pages, b&w, $9.95 for trade 
paperback, $40 for limited edition 
clothbound album. 
Lost Continent by Akihiro Yamada, 
about a mysterious Antarctic nation 
whose inhabitants are enslaved. Part 2 
concludes the series, due February. 64 
pages, b&w, prestige format, $3.50. 
: By: by 
Toren Smith and Adam Warren will 
conclude its 5 part storyline in Febru- 
ary. 32 pages, b&w, deluxe format, $2. 


Venus Wars, by Studio Proteus, will 
be delayed until March 1991. 

Due to a threatened lawsuit from 
Playboy, the Dirty Pair comic mini 
series will not be reprinted as a trade 
paperback. The Dirty Pair’s bunny 
costumes may be redesigned into 
other animals. 

As manga popularity spreads, Viz is 
doing well with sales in England, and 
will publish their titles in Italy, Spain, 
Sweden and Brazil. 


Lodoss War is a 13 episode OAV 


series, one episode 30 minutes 
Memory 
- i i 30 


minutes, video and laser disc 
Patlabor - up to 35 episodes 
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- parts 5 & 
6, 30 minutes each, due November 21 
Nineteen - a girl’s romance 
Cipher - girl’s commic with pretty 
boys 
Papers, TV special, 79 minutes, 
released on video and laser disc. 
Kitty Animation Carnival 90 contain- 
ing “Ikkokujima”, a Mason /kkoku 
story about Godai and Mitaka trying 
to pick up Kyoko on a deserted 
island, and “Reikon to Date”, an 
Urusei Yatsura story. 


Fuji Television, 7 
hours of 30 minute episodes (series 
just ended). 

ion - in 2 parts, 7 hours, starts 
Novem 2r 5. 


MOVIES 


Mobile Suit Gundam F91, takes place 
30 years after Chars Counterattack 
with all new characters, due March 
1991 


LASER DISCS 


tion, laser disc set, 1,116 minutes, 
65,000 yen, on sale January 1, 1991. 
BGM, 60 minutes, 7,600 yen, on sale 
November 30. 

Gatchaman series Part 1 Perfect Col- 
lection, TV series on 27 laser discs, 
2520 minutes 150,000 yen. 


ANIME VIDEOS SUBTITLED IN 
ENGLISH 


From U.S. Renditions (of Books Nippon): 
Gunbuster Volume 2 


- Follows the 

saga of Noriko Takaya, as she 
encounters the enemy aliens and the 
Gunbuster is finally unveiled. Pro- 
duced by GAINAX ( Wings of Onea- 
iis). Due in winter 1990. 
Appleseed - by Masamune Shirow. 
Deunan and Briareos are a part of a 
futuristic SWAT team in the high-tech 
megacity Olympus. Produced by 
GAINAX. Due in winter 1990. 
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Gunbuster Volume 3 - The saga ends. 
Due in summer 1991. 

Black Magic M-66 - by Masamune 
Shirow. A’ female-looking M-66 F6 
programmable antipersonnel robo- 
soldier assassin. Due in summer 1991. 


All shows are uncut, with the original 
Japanese music and soundtracks. 


Misc Movie News 


Carl Macek reports that Robotech: 
The Movie may not be released on 
video. The problem stems from 
someone’s decision to include footage 
from various sources from A/egazone 
23 part I. Macek says there may be 
legal intanglements. 

Rumors talk of a Raga //2 theatri- 
cal movie, a new Space Cruiser 
Yamato movie, and a Super Defor- 
med Macross movie. 

The American release of Guned was 
delayed until summer 1991. 

Tatsunoko will release a dubbed ver- 
sion of Zion. Volume 1 will have 
episodes 1-5, $14.95. 


Maison [kkoku Sound Theatre, TV 
drama CD series. A total of 48 CDs, 
Y3000 each. 

Song/calendar of Raama 12 with 
songs sung by the show’s characters 
and a calendar. One song for each 
month. Y3200. 
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MISC NEWS 


Matsushita Electric has introduced 
the world’s first universal VCR. The 
unit provides compatibility among 
NTSC, PAL, SECAM and others. It 
will be able to record and play back 
onto any TV video tapes that were 
recorded in any broadcasting system. 
It went on sale in Japan in August for 
320,000. Matsushita is trying to dif- 
fuse the VHS video format globally. 
Fred Patten, of the C/FO California 
group, has an article “Japanese Ani- 
mation - The Cult Grows Up” in 
Animation Magazine Volume 3 Issue 
4, Summer 1990. 

At GenCon, the role-playing game 
con of TSR, anime video pirates were 
not tolerated. The company Troll and 
Unicorn was stopped and Space 
Station Studios was actually driven off 
by Chicago Megazone members and 
TSR’s in-house lawyer. Three cheers! 


Animag: The Magazine of Japanese 
Ammaton is compiling a list of anime 
fan groups for publication in the 
beginning of 1991. All types of anime 
groups are encouraged to make them- 
selves known: local clubs, correspon- 
dence clubs, computer BBSs, APAs, 
etc. Give your organization’s name, a 
brief description of its activities, and 
its address. Deadline for submissions 
is December 1, 1990. Send to: Fred 
Patten, 11863 W. Jefferson Blvd., 
Culver City, CA 90230. 

AnimEigo’s (Madar O/) next subtitled 
release will be Riding Bean due for 
February 1991, retail $35-$45. Pre- 
sident Robert Woodhead is currently 
in Japan writing software for video 
games. 

The Japanese Animation Fan 
Alliance (JAFA) club has ceased club 
activities for an indefinite time, so 
says the club’s director of correspon- 
dence. 
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Komics 1,2, & 3 from the Project A- 
Kon convention are still available for 
$1 each. A-Kon Komics, EDC Anima- 
tion Society, P.O. Box 515942, Dallas, 
TX 75251. 

The Directory of Anime Fandom, a 
listing of anime fan clubs and groups, 
has a new editor. You can still 
register your club or organization with 
them. Copies of the Directory can be 
obtained for a small price. For more 
information contact: Lee Oeth, 4395 
70th St. #21, La Mesa, CA 92041. 
619-270-2607. 

Peter Payne is starting up a Kimagure 
Orange Road registration of fans. 
Write for details. He is also selling 
complete episode guides to the series: 
Volume 1 episodes #1-12, Volume 2 
episodes #13-24, Volume 3 episodes 
#25-36, Volume 4 episodes #37-48 
plus the Oragge Road movie. Each 
volume is $5 (includes xerox and 
postage) or free if you download it 
from Anime BBS 619-589-9065 12/ 
2400 baud, 24 hours. Peter Payne, 
10849 Macouba Pl., San Diego, CA 
92124. 


STREAMLINE 


The English Adzra, in letterbox for- 
mat, will be released to comic shops 
in January 1991. If Adzra does well in 
this market, Streamline may get rights 
to release it in full-frame and to 
major video retail chains. 

Following Zeasman and Robot Carmi 
va/Streamline will release Fist of the 
North Star. They are attempting to 
secure rights to Nausicaa. Their first 
non-anime project is a Russian anima- 
ted film for release in USA. They are 
also closing a deal with Marvel Com- 
ics. 

Streamline is releasing short, English 
dubbed videos to comic shops. Their 
first will episodes of the series Zon 
(this show is an SF adventure based 
on a game resembling the light gun 
game Photon). 
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Streamline Pictures 
P.O. Box 691418 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
213-657-8559 
Illustrated Catalogues (each $6) 
a The Art of Akira Volume 1 
a The Art of Robot Carniva/Volume 1 


Each is fully illustrated and annotated featuring 
over 250 pieces of original animation art for 
sale! 


a The Art of Yoshitaka Amano: Hiten - 
“Japan’s leading fantasy illustrator has 
Vampire Hunter D, Angels Egg and 
Mospeada to his credit.” Book has 
134 illustrations, including 98 full 
color plates. English edition $24.95. 

a This ls Animation: Macross. Volume 
1 covers episodes #1-7, Volume 2 
episodes #8 18, Volume 3 episodes 
#19-36. Each $20. Books contain 
designs, background art, color story- 
boards, illustrations, blueprints, sheet 
music and posters. 

= Other books, BGM, posters, patches, 

~ cloisonne pins and t-shirts on: Lapuza, 
Windara, Honneamise, Bubblegum 
Crisis, Five Star Stories, Macross, 
Nausicaa, Project A-Ko, Dragons 
fleaven, Outlanders, Totoro, Gun- 
dam, Yamato, Akira, Patlabor, Har- 
lock, Lupin, Appleseed, Gal Force, 
Lezer Oné, Gunbuster, Megazone. 

= Books Nippon members get discounts. 
They take Mastercard & Visa. Write 
for more information, a catalog and 
order form: 
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Books Nippon, 1123 Dominguez St. Unit K, 
Carson, CA 90746-3539, —_—_ 
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REVIEW 
MEGAZONE 23, PT Il 
by James Staley 


(A counter opinion to the review which 
appeared in 74e Kose #23.) 


Megazone 23, Part IT (acts 1 & 2) isa 
pale imitation of the original Megazone 
videos. The art and character designs, with 
the exception of Eve, come nowhere near 
the quality of the first two! This is due to the 
fact that a different (new) animation com- 

any is responsible for this film. The reason 
Fre looks so good is because Mikimoto was 
involved once again in her design. 


The animation is of poor quality. Due, I 
suspect, to a limited budget, this film does 
not use animation to its fullest, meaning not 
enough cels were used in its production. This 
is most noticeable in the scenes where the 
characters are running. It looks like stop- 
motion animation it’s so jerky. 

As for the plot - I found it boring and 
difficult to understand. And I had a synopsis 
on hand! And that was just Act One! 


The one redeeming feature of this film 
was the soundtrack. In a word: “wonderful”! 
The music comes extremely close to the 
original score. The three vocals are among 
some of the best anime songs released for 
1988/89. I recommend getting a copy of the 
soundtrack. 


All in all, I cannot recommend this 
video, even to die-hard A/egazoze fans. 


The Rose Volume 4 


CARL MACEK AT SAN 
COMIC CON 


by Lorraine Savage 


DIEGO 


As I promised last issue, here are some 
excerpts, interjected with some of my ram- 
blings, from the many panels Macek was in 
at the con this summer. 


Carl Macek was on four panels 
throughout the weekend: Translations from 
the Japanese, East Meets West, Spotlight on 
Carl Macek, and Workshop on Adapting 
Japanimation for American Audiences. 


Ive met and heard Macek speak at 
cons before, and J have to say he has had a 
raw deal from anime fandom. As an 
employee of Harmony Gold, he did what he 
was told. Now that he has his own company, 
I think we all should be grateful for what 
he’s doing with the genre. And besides, how 
many of us envy his job of selecting and 
distributing anime to America! 


He is definitely a man who knows the 
medium and the genre, and most impor- 
tantly, is a fan himself. He likes what he’s 
doing. He’s also very personable and after 
his panels, he cerca to talk to people who 
went up to him. He appreciates anime’s fan 
following. I had the chance to give him all 
the English Zapura and Aira newspaper 
reviews Anime Hasshin members all over the 
country have been sending me the past year 
or so. He was very interested and thankful 
for them. 


The big treat out of all his panels was 
the chance to see a snippit of the English 
Kik7s Delivery Service. The short scene 
shown was JiJi falling out of the cat cage and 
in the house as the dog toy! Before you all 
Start asking, Macek stated emphatically that 
phere is nO way to see or get an English copy 
yet! 


Streamline distributed, not dubbed, 
Kiki's Delwvery Service. Tokuma did the 
dubbing and contacted Streamline to distri- 
bute it. For the English dub, Miyazaki didn’t 
want dialogue placed anywhere where he 
didn’t have any in the original. So any 
exposition had to occur whenever a charac- 
ter spoke. No narration. The final English 
version had to be approved by Miyazaki. 


After seeing the clip, I felt Ursula’s 
voice was well done - raspy, for an indepen- 
dent, hick woman. JiJi’s wasn’t so great; his 
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voice sounded too much like a man’s, not 
indistinguishable for a cat. In the original, 
JiJi had a calm, quiet voice, almost gender- 
less (like the HAL computer in the movie 
200/). 


Rumor: Disney is interested in picking 

up Kit7s Delwery Service. Disney loves 

iyazaki’s works which they feel meet their 
Standards. 


Macek commented that Az and 
Totoro are kid’s movies which would never 
work if kids had to read a subtitled version 
of them, so these movies had to be dubbed. 


One point he mentioned that I should 
place here: He said that cartoons ought to be 
dubbed, not subtitled, to make them more 
universal. For live action shows, people (like 
John Wayne) have a voice and a character, 
but cartoons don’t. They’re not real people. I 
personally disagree with this. You honestly 
tell me that Harlock or Nausicaa don’t have 
character! But I assume Macek was speaine 
from a movie production viewpoint. So don’t 
hold it against him! 


He talked about Afra a little. He 
mentioned that Adzr@s dubbing was only 
“adequate” matched with the high intensity 
of the animation. He didn’t know yet at the 
con when Ada would be in video stores. 
Streamline will have to wait for the prints to 
have gone through all their runs in theaters. 

Afra is in Providence this week, can you 
believe it! We must be the movie’s last stop!) 
The Adzra video might sell for under $30, he 
said. 


The panel audience also got to hear 
about the new Zezsman movie. Macek wrote 
the Zensman English script and passed 
around a copy of it. It’s fascinating to see 
how the text has to match with scenes by 
fractions of minutes. He said he researched 
buzz words Doc Smith used in his books, so 
the movie would have the same feel as the 
books. He said the Zensman comic and 
movie will pencate interest in original works 
by Smith. As for the English Zapuz, he said 
it had too much colloquial language dating it 
in the late 1980s hampering it from being a 
“timeless classic”. 


For future projects, Macek has his eyes 
on Space Adventurer Cobra, Lupin specials 
and eventually Cogdostro Caste. But first he 
wants to put his Miyazaki projects on video. 
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For help he is looking to contact Warner 
Bros. Fist of the Northstar attracted him. He 
Said it is a bizarre looking and violent movie, 
not great animation but controversial and 
intense. He said people are aware of Fis¢ 
from Nintendo games and tie ins (like the 
Viz comic). 


Jerry Beck as producer and Macek as 
writer are working on a film called Mount 
fiji, 

Expressing Streamline’s purpose, 
Macek said he wants to make money for the 
Japanese talent, not exploit it. The company 
wants the Japanese films to be out there and 
their names recognized. 


One fact I found amusing from the 
panel discussions: most anime characters’ 
mouths end open, not closed after speaking. 
You may say, so, most Japanese words end 
in vowels. But that’s not the reason. It is 
cheaper for the production companies to do 
it this way because it saves them that extra 
cel to make a character’s mouth close! All 
this makes it extremely difficult to match 
with English words, which hardly ever end in 
vowels. There are just so many times the 
characters can say, “Hey!”, “Yo” and so on! 
Macek is very conscious about continuity. If 
your brain sees the mouth open but hear’s a 
word end in a consonent, you’re left feeling 
uneasy about the movie. 
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REVIEW 
Lensman (English dubbed movie) 
by Alec Orrock 


The main attraction in the Spreckles 
Theatre’s anime festival [during the San 
Diego Comic Con] was the recently comple- 
ted English version of the Japanese animated 
movie Lensman. This was the first time that 
anime fans were able to see this newly 
re-dubbed version. Harmony Gold had dub- 
bed the movie several years ago but the job 
was of such poor quality it made the 
Robotech movie \ook like a profound film! 
This newly done version has the original 
soundtrack and is uncut. The HG version 
was cut and had re-mixed Seztie/s music. 


The script for Streamline’s version see- 
med to stay true to the original Japanese 
version. The voice acting was good with 
some minor exceptions. But all in all it didn’t 
detract from the whole film. In some parts of 
the film the background music seemed to 
overpower the dialogue rendering the lines 
inaudible. However, afterwards I spoke with 
Carl Macek and Jerry Beck (the dynamic 
duo of the anime world) and discovered that 
the theatre had been having trouble with its 
sound system which contributed to the pro- 
blem. The print shown was a trial print and 
better and clearer prints were being made. 


In my spinion I would have to give 
Lensman a 7.5 out of 10. And I would also 
have to say that I thought it was slightly 
better than the English version of Adzra. But 
I like straight SF more than cyberpunk type 
stuff. Basically it’s a neat film and if it does 

et to your area and you get a chance, go see 
It. I think you won’t be disappointed. 
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REVIEW 


BILINGUAL AKIRA ON LD 
by Stephen Pearl 


rene Have you seen the English Asira 
yet? 


“How can I? It hasn’t gotten around to 
playing anywhere near me and I don’t feel 
like roadtripping hundreds of miles to see it! 
I wish they would release this to home 
video.” 


The Rose 


“Well, have I got news for you!” 


Yes, the English Adzra is available on 
home video. Sort of. I am not talking about 
some badly dubbed, pirated copy that is 
probably being sold for the usual rip-off 
prices but rather a legitimate home video 
version released in Hong Kong on laser disk. 


The first thing one notices when first 
opening the package is that the movie is on 
only one disk (2 sides) instead of 3 sides of 2 
disks like the original Japanese version. As 
many laser disk aficionados know, the laser 
disk can only hold a maximum of one hour 
per side. How did they manage to fit a 124 
minute film on a 120 minute disk? Contrary 
to the rumors, they didn’t cut anything, 
Tather they time-compressed it. That is, they 
sped up the film slightly. It was not at all 
noticeable. In fact, I was sure that they had 
cut something somewhere in order to fit it, 
but I didn’t notice anything missing. 


Like many Hong Kong releases, the 
movie is in a bilingual format. That is, one 
one audio track of the disk is a Cantonese 
soundtrack to the movie, and one the other 
is the English soundtrack. The English track 
is the one used by Streamline Films. For all 
intents and purposes, this is the Streamline 
version on video. Streamline Films obtained 
the theatrical rights to this English dub of 
Afzra. This is the video version of it. 


As unusual aspect of the film is that it 
is not Chinese subtitled. (Usually, everything 
in Hong Kong is Chinese subtitled, be it 
movies, tapes or TV programs to accommo- 
date all the different dialects.) 


Since the audio track is the same as the 
Streamline version, the accuracy of the 
translation and style of the dubbing has been 
discussed to death. I liked it, but other 
people have their criticisms. Some points: 
The Colonel does sound like McGruff the 
Crime Dog, and Kaneda’s name is slightly 
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mispronounced throughout the film, losing a 
visual pun later in the movie. (The Canada 
Dry pun.) And as I don’t know Cantonese, I 
can’t comment on the accuracy of their 
translation. 


A really neat effect is watching the 
movie with both tracks playing simultane- 
ously (stereo)! It sounds like a universal 
translator in action. 


In the end credits, the Cantonese audio 
track plays a Chinese song rather than the 
regular soundtrack. The credits are geared to 
the English version containing the voice 
credits for that version. 


Technically, the disk isn’t bad. There 
are some more dropouts in the beginning of 
the movie than I would have liked. The 
picture is a little darker than the Japanese 
version, and it is not quite as letterboxed, 
resulting in a slight loss of picture informa- 
tion on the edges. (But still better than 
American pan and scan video releases.) A 
slightly annoying aspect of the disk is that 
when it starts, it starts with the stereo track 
active (both left and right audio tracks), and 
when playing the second side, you have to 
choose an audio track again as well. The side 
break is also rather abrupt. The movie plays 
back in mono as each audio track had to 
accommodate a different language. However, 
if you play the disk in stereo mode (Univer- 
sal Translator time) you do get the full 
stereo effect. 


Although I had previously seen the 
original Japanese version several times, using 
the Capricon ‘89 summary, I never enjoyed 
the movie more than when I first saw the 
English version. Summaries just cannot do 
the movie justice. My recommendation: First, 
watch the Japanese version, then the English 
version, then the Japanese version again. 


The LD is available from Laser Percep- 
tions (West Coast) or Sight and Sound (East . 
Coast). It is, however, more expensive than 
the original Japanese version. It should run 
an average of $90 to $100 as opposed to 
around $75 or $85 for the Japanese version. 
Well worth getting, but I still want to see it 
on the large screen. 


Akira will be released on home video 
by Streamline on a limited basis to comic 
shops on VHS in the future. But this is still 
the only way to get it on laser disk. 


Especially if you want a Cantonese sound- 
track as well! 
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BOOK REVIEW 


KIKI’S DELIVERY SERVICE GUIDE. 
BOOK 


by David Moisan 


Most people are familiar with Starlog’s 
movie magazines, for such shows as the .SZzr 
Trek series, Indiana Jones and Jedi films, 
among others. Tokuma Shoten has published 
such a magazine for Kik7's Delwvery Service. 
While it’s mainly of interest to Ai fans, 
there’s an unexpected bonus for Hayao 
Miyazaki fans in general. 


The magazine has the same kind of 
material you’d find in a roman album: plenty 
of stills! Unlike the Kiki roman album | 
reviewed earlier [The Rose #22], there are 
no pencil illustrations here. The layout’s 
beautiful, though. There are some beautiful 
color pencil sketches and watercolors. I 
ue pose I'll take the hint and get 7hHe Art of 

sometime. 


There are also numerous photos of 
Miyazaki, the voice actors and actresses, and 
the production staff. There are lots of 
pictures of Miyazaki’s visit to Stockholm, 
weden, the model for Korico City. After 
secs those photos, I almost wished I were 
there! 


There are some unusual articles: a 
pattern for making a Kiki rag doll, and a 
recipe for making the Kiki cake that 
appeared in the film. I shouldn’t be surpr- 
ised. This is the same publisher that printed 
up Kiki playing cards. 

The real prize is at the end of the book. 
There’s a selection of stills and watercolors 
of past Miyazaki films, from Przce of the 
Sun through Zorora. It’s fun to look at the 
stills and see how Miyazaki’s talent has 
evolved over the years. There are even a few 
illustrations from projects that never got 
made. One such illustration has a cat riding 
on a wheel. It is nearly a dead ringer for 
Totoro’s cat-bus. 


There’s also a practical benefit - there’s 
a lot of anime out there that’s languishing in 
the kiddie ghetto of many toy and video 
stores. The packaging seldom gives any 
indication of the production company, or 
even the country of origin. The only way of 
identiying videos is by the picture on the 
box. This magazine at least gives you some 
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idea of what to look for. I may have already 
found another Miyazaki film this way: Hevay 
is an anime film that was adapted from a TV 
series that he worked on. I found the film at 
a local video store. 


Kiki's Delivery Service Guidebook also 
has a two-page spread showing all the 
Miyazaki videos available in Japan. This 
could come in handy at Japanese grocery 
stores that sell or rent anime. Again, the 
pictures help. 


I recommend this guidebook to Kiki 
fans and Miyazaki film buffs in general. It’s 
worth buying for the film history alone. The 
Kiki material is almost a mere bonus. I’m 
surprised that Tokuma Shoten has not yet 
come out with a Miyazaki biography or 
portfolio. The man deserves it by now, for all 
he’s done, and such a book would be greatly 
appreciated by fans here and in Japan. 


A note on availability: I got my copy of 
the Guidebook from Nikaku Animart, 615 N. 
6th St., San Jose, CA 95112. Since it’s a 
magazine, it’s probably out of print now, or 
in limited supply.. For that reason alone, you 
might want to get it. ISBN#¥ is 4-19-729080-2 
C0079 P390E. Yen price is 390. I paid $5.95 
through Nikaku. 


By the way, if you get the book and 
successfully bake that Kiki cake, I’d like to 
know about it... 
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MAGAZINE REVIEW 
MANGAJIN 


by Lorraine Savage 


Put away those insufferable Japanese 
janguage text books and “Learn Japanese in 
10 Minutes a Day!” (yeah, right), and pick 
up a copy of Mangajin. This instructional 
Inagazine is infinitely more effective and 
entertaining for us info-starved and ter- 
minally frustrated manga and anime fans. 


In the first issue, the Editor’s Notes 
explain that the magazine will have a 
representative mix of slang and polite speech 
forms and useful sentence structure. Material 
will reflect popular Japanese culture and 
values, and be entertaining. 


Other interesting points they mention 
are that manga gives Japanese language 
students access to colloquial Japanese and a 
glimpse of contemporary Japanese pop cul- 
ture. They estimate that comic books and 
magazines accounted for 30% of all books 
and magazines published in Japan in 1988. 


Mangain grabs us and provides its 
promised entertainment in the very first page 
of text with “Warning! Some people say 
there are few true ‘cusswords’ in Japanese 
because it’s possible to be just as offensive by 
using a lower politeness level.” Not what 
you’d expect from a text book. You want to 
read more. And that’s the fantastic appeal of 
this learning aid. It won’t let you go. You 
have to keep reading and keep learning. 


The atmosphere of the magazine is like 
having a friendly private tutor next to you. 
There are numerous explanations and 
answers to any questions you could come up 
with. Text books are much too stuffy. 


Some highlights of the contents: pro- 
nounciation guide, useful phrases, explana- 
tion of the infamous and often troubled 
Salary Man, book reviews of language text 
books that you'll find on any language shelf 
in a big book store (I even had a few the 
mentioned), vocabulary summary at the en 
hiragana and katakana and how they’re used 
in manga. 


The special feature of Aazgayin is the 
page by page translations of manga. Whats 
chael and Hofe/ have been used so far. 
Not only are there word for word transla- 
tions but detailed explanations for why 
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certain words were used, hidden meanings, 
expressions, honorifics and politeness levels, 
and cultural significances. Very quickly do 
you realize that actual Japanese usage in no 
way resembles what the text books are 
talking about. 


The added attraction of this magazine 
are the things you wouldn’t expect to see, 
expecially in a text book: how movie and 
book titles are altered for the Japanese 
market (ex: Winzaie the Pooh becomes Kuma 
(bear) zo /u-sam); sushi guide, not only how 
to pronounce and identify the various types, 
but also how to cook them!; bilingual 
crossword puzzle; sound effects in manga, 
using manga pages of the adorable Whats 
Michael cat to provide examples; a fascinat- 
ing section on Japanese word processing 
(how do they use a keyboard to type 
hiragana?) complete with software guide and 
review; manual for living cheaply in greater 
Tokyo (huh?!). Maneajin #4 is an all 
women’s and women in manga issue. 


After two hours with this magazine, 
you'll be compelled to watch some anime 
episodes hoping to pick out some of the 
phrases youve just learned. With 80 very 
thorough pages each issue, it’s worth every 

enny of its $4.50 cover price. A subscription 
is $30 for 10 issues. If you subscribe, and 
while supplies last, you can get their t-shirt 
for only $5. Mangajin, P.O. Box 10443, 
Atlanta, GA 30319. 


Just ask yourself, would you rather 
learn “Excuse me, sir, where is the nearest 
public telephone?” or “I like men who are 
good at tree climbing,” (says Ms. Popo, the 
cat)? It’s up to you. 
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MINI SYNOPSES 
from The Japanese Fantasy Film Journal 


[These are extremely old. But they might be 
entertaining. -Ed] 


jes- Animated television 

special for NTV’s introduction of its “24 

our TV”. The feature has been adapted 

from the popular comic strip appearing in 

Duo Magazine and drawn by female artist 

Keiko Takemiya (7oward the Terra). Pre- 
miere date August 22, 1982. 


- Animated feature based 
on John Haken’s novel World War I 
Tomoharu Katsumata and Toshio Masuda 
Cle I9PA are directors; Masami 
uda is director of animation. 


- A 1972 animated series, it 
stars Honey, who looks like your average 
student in a girls’ school, but who is in reality 
an android who can tum into a super 
heroine to battle criminals and a gang of 
feminist super monsters who seek to 
dominate the world. This humorous spoof of 
superheroes was a prime-time hit with ado- 
lescents and adults in Japan. 


ji - All new adven- 
tures of the long ago television superhero 
and turned into a “jazzed up” Mazinger 
Zlike series, broadcast Oct. 3, 1980 through 
Aug. 1981. 


illo- Second animated TV series 
of Patarillo adventures which introduces new 
characters and carries on its own brand of 
craziness. Premiered Oct. 19, 1982. 


R I - A 45 
minute long animated theatrical movie of 
new footage about the bizarre adventures of 
Patarillo which takes him where no man has 
gone before. Premiered July 10, 1983. 


Cat’s Eye- Based on Charlie’s Angels- 
influenced comic which appeared in Stonen 
Jump comics, the TV series concerns three 
super female agents and their fantastic 
exploits set in contemporary times. The 
cartoon program, which premiered July 11, 
1983, was directed by Hayao Miyazaki and 
Yasuo Otsuka, a team responsible for a large 
outpouring of animated material including 
Bie Norse Prince and Lupin Ilf-Cogliostro 
e. 
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- This animated 1978 TV 
show in the Star Wars tradition was based 
upon Edmond Hamilton’s popular American 
pulp novel hero, Captain Future, a SF 
Magazine series of the forties. Future is a 
combination of Doc Savage and Buck 
Rogers. When a master criminal calling 
himself the Space Emperor threatens the 
safety of the Solar System, President James 
Carthew summons the aid of the Captain, 
the alias for Curtis Newton, and his assis- 
tants, Grag the Robot, Otho the Android, 
and Simon Wright, the living brain. 


Since the show was broadcast on a 
government network, each episode, 48 in all, 
1s a full 30 minutes in length as there are no 
commercials. A theatrical short was released 
March 17, 1979 which more than likely is one 
of the show’s episodes. The 24 minutes film, 
also titled Capram Future, has Shinji Katsu- 
mata directing. 


Dr. Slump, Little Arale- Animated TV 
series which premiered August 1981. A TV 
special was also broadcast on Japanese 
television. The fantasy-comedy program pre- 
sents an inventor who has created a super- 
an lroid little girl named Arale, an obnoxious 
brat who runs around yelling “Why! Why!” 
She enjoys dressing up in costumes, anything 
from a Geen Patrol uniform (from Ure 
Mai) to R2D2 to a cat to Godzilla. Created 
by Akira Toriyama, the series is set on an 
island called Penguin Village (a nod to 
Python fans) and is awash with characters of 
popular culture and at the same time 
percdics them and the films, TV shows, 
ooks, and comics in which they appear. 


One episode, “Quest for the Supermar- 
ket”, took a jab at Lord of the segs while 
another was a musical sendup of Cizderels 
with Dr. Slump in the starring role. 


- Animated Feature containing all 
new footage based on the popular comic 
strip and successful TV series. Released July 
1982. 


Dr. Slump Great Race- Animated theatri- 
cal feature with footage culled from several 
Dr. Slump TV episodes. It parodies’ 7He 
Great Race, Tron and Empire Strikes Back, 
and contains the usual looniness associated 
with the series. Also includes a parody of 
Nessie, a brother named Lassie. Toho distri- 
buted for a March 12, 1983 release. 
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OVERVIEW OF JAPANESE MAGA- 
ZINES 


reprinted from Books Nippon catalog and 
Advance Comics 


NEWTYPE - The number one leading magazine of 
saoion Picture news. Each issue has a poster or 


ANIME V - All the news on animation, video and 
laser discs including shows in production. The OVA 
information service. 


ANIMEDIA - Focuses on the leading anime TV 
shows in Japan. Each issue contains an extra book or 
poster or both. 


ANIMAGE - Anime movie coverage and excep- 
tional manga extras. Each issue has special stickers, 
books, posters or card sets. 


B-CLUB - Covering the animation leading force 
Bandai. Anime, modeling and major projects. 


OUT - The magazine of anime as viewed by Japanese 
fans, fanzines, manga, fan art and more. 


FANROAD - The magazine of Japanese animation 
and science fiction fandom. Fanzine reviews, fan 
artwork and collectibles are covered inside. 


SPACE MAGAZINE UCHUSEN QUAR- 
TERLY - Complete coverage of Japanese live action 
shows, Godzilla and world monsters and horror 
movies. 

HOBBY JAPAN - The comerstone magazine of SF 
robot and fantasy modeling. Garage kits, dioramas, 
military and model detailing. 


MODEL GRAPHIX - Great magazine picture 
coverage of SF robot and military techniques. 


WEEKLY SHONEN JUMP - One inch thick 
weekly TV variety magazine currently featuring: Saint 
Seiya, Dragon Ball, City Hunter and other hot SF 
action, sports and more. 


WEEKLY SHONEN MAGAZINE - Manga 
anthology weekly collection. Featuring action, sports, 
drama and SF comics. The Star, and others. 


All above magazines are available (to con- 
tinental U.S. only) from: Books Nippon, 
Attn: Subscriptions, 532 West 6th St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90014. Phone 213-687-7400. 


ANIMEPLUS - Devoted to the world of Japanima- 
tion. There are in-depth articles about movies, videos, 
both already released and upcoming features. The 
magazine looks at animation from all over the world. 
Plus articles on creators, comic books, video games, 
and much more. $3.50 


ANIME SHOWER SPECIAL EDITION (Adults 
* only) - Just what every fan has dreamed about, a 
collection of shower scenes from various manga 
comics, complete with publishing history of the title 
and a synopsis of the book’s storyline. Includes scenes 
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from Crying Freeman, Area 88, Mai, Dirty Pair, 
Akira, Outlanders, and much more. Plus articles and 
illustrations by Toren Smith and Adam Warren. As a 
special bonus, there will be a color insert and a full 
color cover. From the publishers of Protoculture 
Addicts. $3.00 


Dragon Japan 
Merle Clark 

3977 E. Mound St. 
Whitehall, OH 43227 


Anime magazines. TV Mag, TV Kun and TV 
Land: each covers live action and anime action 
adventures like Dragonball, SD and MS Gun- 
dam, Guyver, Patlabor. Color pictures, super- 
hero manga, inserts, posters; each $7. Hobby 
Japan: SF modeling, almost all full color, 


posters, about 590 pages; $9-$14. Animage: 
magazine for anime fans, almost all full color, 
also has cards, stickers, posters, insert books; 
$8. Also sells back issues of Animedia for $5. 
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CD REVIEWS DOMINION: Original Animation 
by Chris Wallace Soundtrack 


PROJECT A-KO Iv: Original Anima- 
tion Soundtrack 


Joey Carbone and Richie Jito, the team 
who did the soundtrack to the first movie, 
are back again to do the final soundtrack. 
This reflects in the vocals like “Goodbye My 
Princess”, the end theme sung to the tune of 
“Follow Your Dream” and the Japanese 
language version of “Forever in Your Eyes”. 
For the background music sections, they 
included the vocals and sound effects that 
corresponded to the music. I bought it for 
the vocals and that is what really sets the disc 
apart for me. The disc also comes with a 
model of the A-Ko Robot that B-Ko used in 
the movie. 

Format: DDD Pony Canyon PCCG-00011 


Some of my favorite flying and driving 
music is from Dozuzon so I picked this disc 
up at BayCon ‘90. I was not disappointed. 
Extended remixes of personal favorites like 
~Chieri mu Sode Yorasete”, “Tanky Boys 
Tanky Girls” and “Hey Boy” are included 
along with background music almost as good 
as Bubblegum Crisis. An excellent disc that I 
highly recommend. 

Format: AAD Futureland LD32-5071 


VIDEO REVIEW 
by Chris Wallace 


WATARU 2 


Wataru Ikusabe, Himiko Shiobibe, and 
the rest of the gang are back again to drive 
you mad. I found the first series exceedingly 
cute, but the second time around it seems to 
have lost some magic. 


OO 00000000 00000000000 OOOO OOE 10000 0000000009 0000000 00000000000 00000000000000000082000000000000008 


WHO’S THE CUTEST SAMURAI 
TROOPER? 
by Nicole Zantt © 3 
Hey all you girl members. Who do you think is 
the cutest Samurai Trooper? The votes will be tallied 
up and announced in the next issue. Also, the girl 
with the best reason why a particular Trooper is the 
cutest (poem, quote, or just gorgeous praises) will win 
a full color 9”X12” color drawing of that character. 
Send to Nicole Zantt, 3219 Tate St., Baltimore, 


The Rose 


NEW MEMBERS 
Tim Berry 
Anchorage, AK 


Jennie Chang 
Bridgewater, NJ 


Merle Clark 
Whitehall, OH 
Chris Garcia 
Pasadena, CA 
Kathy Hill 
Lexington, KY 
Scott Hwang 
Cambridge, MA 
Tae Kim 

New York, NY 


Christopher Knuth 
Monroeville, PA 


Robert Kupcek 
FPO NY, NY 


Scott LaRoy 
Lewiston, ID 
Russ Lutz 
Randolph, MA 


Walter Lyzohub 
Redford Township, MI 


Richard Mathis 
Philadelphia, PA 
Randy Mohr 
Spokane, WA 


Nick Olah 
Sewaren, NJ 


Bruce Santora 
Hammonton, NJ 


Kevin Traugott 
Papillion, NE 
Wayne Warren 
Offutt AFB, NE 


Wade Wiles 
WPAEFB, OH 


Robert Zumwalt 
Everett, WA 
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RICK! THAT MOUSE. 


1S BACK AGAIN! 


BIRTHDAYS 
November 1 - Kim Butts 
November 1 - Stuart LeBeau 
November 1 - David Ritter 
November 3 - Steve Souza 
November 6 - Robert Hilton 
November 8 - Craig Cottingham 
November 8 - Hayes Tubbs 
November 9 - Steve Chaney 
November 9 - Chet Jasinski 
November 12 - Lester Swint 
November 17 - George Issacs 
November 25 - James Troutman 
November 26 - Earl Robinson 
November 26 - Tsao Sheng-te 
November 28 - Stephen Pearl 
November 29 - William Shawcross 
December 3 - Susan Houston 
December 4 - Greg Malanga 
December 4 - Michael Neno 
December 5 - Stephen McCloy 
December 7 - Gene Chin 
December 7 - Ronald Jay 
December 7 - Susan Triger 
December 11 - Bill Switzer 
December 23 - Sam Chan 
December 25 - David Thomas 
December 26 - Brian Bikowicz 
December 31 - Robert DeJesus 
December 31 - Mike Goba 


ART CONTRIBUTORS 


Chip Brill, Cameron Calkins, Gene Chin, 
Robert DeJesus, Dan Kellaway, Jack Nelson, 
Diego Paroni, Mike Pennock, Dennis 
Richards, Widya Santoso, Eric Thornburgh, fe 
Curtis Tom, Nicole Zantt 
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APAs 

APAAPA 

Patt Matherly 

435 Daniel St. 
Richardson, TX 75080 


Anime & manga. 
USA Yatsura 
Michael Suski 
887 39 Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
Urusei, Dirty Pair, Project A-Ko 
-- from SFAC Animation Journal 
FANZINES 
Ryuko 
Brian Sutton 


229 Sloundmont 
San Antonio, TX 78239 


Anime & manga. 
Magenta Girl’s Day 
Eric Thornburgh 
620 Eastern Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46201 


Cute anime girls. Issue #2 is due in mid 
December, #3 due in March 1991. $2.25 for 
b&w cover, $3.25 for color cover. Subscriptions 
are available. Send SASE for details. 


CLUBS 

Anime Keiken 
Christopher Knuth - V.P. 
P.O. Box 334 
Monroeville, PA 15146 


Japanese animation and manga fan club. Meets 
once a month for local members. Offers 
Tri-State Megazone zine, published quarterly, 
with columns, news, reviews and other good 
stuff. Price is $12 for one year. Members can 
take part in tape trading. Make checks out to 
Christopher Knuth or Steve Snoke (club pres). 

Summer Side 

Alec Orrock 

24950 Via Florecer #35, 

Mission Viejo, CA 92692 


Holds local monthly meetings. Also offers tape 
trading contacts, and From Side to Side news- 
letter/fanzine with synopses, articles and other 
good stuff. 

MAGAZINE 

Animenominous 
Issue +*1 has articles on girls with guns, Captain 
Harlock, Urusei Yatsura, Orange Road. $3.75 
cover price. Available from Nikaku Animart, 
615 N. 6th St, San Jose, CA 95112. Published 
by BDC Enterprises, Box 549, Bricktown, NJ 
08723-0549 


Lian on this magazine have been good. 


-- from Anime Fandom Organization 


os 
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CONVENTIONS 
CREATION CON 
Penta Hotel 

33rd & 7th Ave. 
Manhattan, NY 


November 23-25, 1990. Special tribute to 
Japanimation with Carl Macek. $18 at the door. 
11 AM -7 PM. 

CONFUSION 

P.O. Box 128458 

San Diego, CA 92101 

619-491-2089 


February 16-18, 1991 at the Convention & 
Performing Arts center, Kingston Hotel, San 
Diego. Guests of honor: Steve Rude, Tim 
Powers. Also: panels, workshops, Japanimation, 
art show, masquerade, films, role-playing 
games, parties, dealer’s room. 

ARISIA 

1 Kendall Square Suite #322 

Cambridge, MA 02139 


February 1-3, 1991 at the Vista International 
Hotel. Guests of honor: Jack L. Chalker, Bob 
Walters. $25 until December 31, 1990, $35 
thereafter. Panels, Japanimation, art show, 
masquerade, films, amateur video contest, g m- 
ing, filking, con suite, parties, dealer’s room. 


Discount rates are available. Send $25 (after 
they see how many people they get, they'll 
refund you the difference) to Brian Yelverton, 
P.O. Box 8140, Salem, MA 01971 by the END 
OF NOVEMBER. 


[Reports from last year’s attendees say it was a 
ntastic con.--Ed.] 


-- contributed by Susan Triger, Brian Yelverton 


MISC 

Anime Modeler’s Guild 
1011 Wando St. 

Columbia, SC 29205 


A forum for anime/SF fantasy kit builders. Ask 
for help and get advice. They offer a search 
service, trading, correspondence, kit makeovers, 
(© membership fee. 


photo service. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Looking for: people to trade in 8mm. Ranma 1/2, 
Dunbine, and Sherlock Hound (Great Detective 
Holmes) episodes. Please send a list and SAE and 
Tetum postage to: Ed Sum, 1807, Francisco Tce., 
Victoria, BC V8N 4W2 Canada. 


Wanted: Contributors for Anime Illustrated, an 
anime fanzine that is published bi-monthly. Issue #6 
is on sale now. Single issues are $3 and a subscription 
is $20. We need spot illustrations, comic strips, 
translations, letters, etc. For information, contact: 
James Lomax, Anime [llustrated, 615 Las 
Lomas Rd., Duarte, CA 91010. 


Wanted: All back issues of all kinds of anime 
magazines from 1979 to 1988. Roman Albums #15 
Grendizer, #18 Danguard Ace, #32 Getta Robo. 
Also any LP, SP or tape of old anime songs and 
BGM, especially from Toei ‘70s anime robots and 
others. ‘Old posters, stickers, stationery, etc. Tell me 
what you have! Contact: Anna Mirandola, C. So. 
Matteotti 19, 13100 Vercelli, Italy. 


For Sale: Anime characters silk-screened on T- 
shirts. For info contact: John Weber, 1906 W. 
Farwell, Chicago, IL 60626. 312-743-4057. 


Wanted: Episode #13, and #20 up of Nadia-The 
Secret of Blue Water. I would also like to hear from 
other fans of the series with the possibility of doing 
an APA. Mick Hamblen, 1 High Eagle Tr. 
#837, Indianapolis, IN 46224. 317-244-2512. 


Searching: for wholesale places to get anime CDs, 
videos, posters, t-shirts and other specialty items for 
our local shops here in the South. Please send names 
and addresses of your favorite local and mail order 
shops. Contact: Joe Maxwell, 1505 Amberwood, 
Nashville, TN 37221. 


Wanted: American anime fanzines Animenominous 
#1 and Japanimation #1. Also Shonen Sunday 
Weekly #37, 38, 39, 41, 42 for 1990. Will buy or trade 
for videos. Contact: Brian Yelverton, PO. Box 
8140, Salem, MA 01971. 


For Sale or Trade: Scripts! Anyone interested -in 
trading scripts to anime movies, shows (or sharing 
sources)? I am also willing to xerox them for anyone 
for cost and postage. Contact: Stephen Pearl, 34 
Forest Glen, Highland Park, NJ 08904. 


Wanted: scripts of anime shows I can subtitle movies 
from. Looking for some less well-known pieces. I 
want to avoid shows that have already been.done, but 
am willing to redo movies (like Cobra) where no high 
qual copies exist. Mike Howell, 6321 Spauld- 
ing, Howell, MI 48843. 


Wanted: The Boston Japanimation Society is solicit- 
ing designs for our t-shirt contest. We are interested 
in 4 color, original artwork, either a character or 
mecha, of an “anime-like” design. A cash prize will be 
awarded for best design. Deadline for submissions is 
January 1, 1991. Request if you want your artwork 
returned. Contact: Marianne Popa, 225 Tremont 
St., Newton, MA 02158. 
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For Sale: Scripts for Ranma episodes #1-4. $1.25 
each or all 4 for $4. Contact: Susan Houston, 401 
Bowling Ave. #77, Nashville, TN 37205. 


Tll draw your favorite characters. Colorized, pastels, 
pencils or b&w. Completely freehand. Specify charac- 
ter, pose, costume, background scene, mecha, paper 
size. Cheap prices. (Ex: 8"X10" - $1, 11"X14" - $) 
For more details, contact: Nicole Zantt, 3219 Tate 
St, Baltimore, MD 21226. 


PERSONALS 


The fanzine Magenta Girl’s Day is running a poll for 
“Most Beautifully Animated Acie Girl”. Hf youd 
like to vote, send a postcard or letter with your 
choice, and show or movie of origin (i.e., Shampoo, 
Ranma 1/2) to: Stephen Pearl, 34 Forest Glen, 
Highland Park, NJ 08904. ; 


MERCHANDISE 
Anime Zone 

P.O. Box 87 

Rahway, NJ 07065 


T-shirts for sale, made from animation cels. 

White shirts, full color cel-reproductions. 

Designs include: Kahm, Justy, Devilman, Seiya, 

Eve, A-Ko, Macross, Lum, Gundam. $20 per 

shirt plus $3 for p&h. Specify size S, M, L, XL. 

Mae check or money order out to Anime 
ne. 


#14 Productions 
1407 Meandering Way 
Longview, TX 75604 


A card game/role-playing game by anime fans 
for anime fans. Whoever kills the most anime 
characters, American TV producers, and mInanga 
translation publishers wins! Choose between 
Japanimayhem, or other games like Suburban 
Slasher or Monty Python’s Dying Circus. $6.50 
for each game. ke checks out to Mark 


Camp. Send SASE for details. 


- from Anime Fandom Organization 
Stratus Pagoda 
P.O. Box 70365 
Bakersfield, CA 93387-0365 


Anime model kits. 


MADOKA AND HIKARY eo" GRANGE 


